
The Universal Church and the Participation of Youth: 

The Church must create the space for youth involvement in decision making 
and in the implementation of all the activities and programs of the Church. The 
Church has to give young people hope and faith in themselves. It must enable them 
to learn to accept responsibility for their actions and to appreciate their talents and 
achievements. The last to give up on young people should be the Church. The 
young people of every Church should form a major component of its entire life and 
mission to the world. 

       Self-motivation is a must for our young people. There will be many people and 
circumstances out there to discourage them, but they must have the courage to try 
again and again. When someone refuses to help or give you something, that person 
is indirectly telling you to try harder to get what they are refusing to give you.  

The young represent a sign of hope for the future of the universal Church. The 
Church is born of the mission and grows with the mission.  “Observe the world with 
the eyes of faith, in order to understand it deeply; and have a generous heart, ready 
to enter into communion with the women and men of our time” (Pope Benedict XVI). 
 The young should not fail in their primary responsibility as people of God, called to 
prayer and to the service of the Word for the benefit of the flock.  The world today 
needs people who speak to God in order to be able to speak of God. Only in this way 
will the Word of salvation produce  fruit.           
  
The task of the young today is to build a world of peace, a world of justice, freedom, 
truth, where kindness will increase, a world freed from hunger, a world where people 
share, where every person has worth and no one need live in fear.  

The Church and society at large may give the youth every opportunity but they must 
be willing to be an integral part of society at every level. The young of our nation 
ought to develop and maintain a passion to learn well and do well in life in general. 
They are called to take their part, as God’s eternal hope, in bringing God’s Kingdom 
alive today.  
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